
Thursday Evenings!
with the

Westchester Great Books Council
Contemporary Fiction by
 Award-Winning Authors Book Discussion Series #51 - Fall 2026

Attention all readers! Are you looking for a book discussion of thought-provoking and well written books? Then join us on Thursday
evenings at the Briarcliff  Manor Public Library for our in-person Contemporary Fiction by Award-Winning Authors discussion series.
Skilled leaders will help participants explore and interpret novels by today's award-winning authors. Gain new insights into these books
through lively conversations with other inquisitive readers. 

Our Fall 2026 selections are described below. Library copies are available to pick up one month before each discussion – or you may
purchase your own book. These titles can also be downloaded from one of the library’s free eBook services. It is recommended to have
a copy of the book with you during the discussion. Mark your calendars and tell a friend. 
New members are always welcome! 

Thursday, September 24; 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
The Rest of Our Lives by Ben Markovits (Shortlisted for the 2025 Booker Prize) 
“When Tom Layward's wife had an affair twelve years ago, he resolved to leave her as soon as his youngest child left the nest. Now,
while driving his college-bound daughter to Pittsburgh, he remembers his promise to himself. He is also on the run from his own health
issues and a forced leave from work. So, rather than returning to his wife in Westchester, Tom keeps driving west, with the vague plan
of visiting people from his past--an old college friend, his ex-girlfriend, his brother, his son--en route, maybe, to California. He's moving
towards a future he hasn't even envisioned yet while he considers his past and the choices he's made that have brought him to this
particular present (Excerpted from WLS online catalog).

Thursday, October 22;  7:30-9:00 p.m. 
What We Can Know by Ian McEwan (1998 Booker Prize; 2002 National Book Critics Circle Award)
“2014: At a dinner for close friends and colleagues, renowned poet Francis Blundy honors his wife's birthday by reading aloud a new
poem dedicated to her, 'A Corona for Vivien'. Much wine is drunk as the guests listen, and a delicious meal consumed. Little does
anyone gathered around the candlelit table know that for generations to come people will speculate about the message of this poem, a
copy of which has never been found, and which remains an enduring mystery.
2119: Just over one hundred years in the future, much of the western world has been submerged by rising seas following a catastrophic
nuclear accident. Those who survive are haunted by the richness of the world that has been lost. In the water-logged south of what
used to be England, Thomas Metcalfe, a lonely scholar and researcher, longs for the early twenty-first century as he chases the ghost of
one poem, 'A Corona for Vivian'. How wild and full of risk their lives were, thinks Thomas, as he pores over the archives of that
distant era, captivated by the freedoms and possibilities of human life at its zenith. When he stumbles across a clue that may lead to the
elusive poem's discovery, a story is revealed of entangled loves and a brutal crime that destroy his assumptions about people he thought
he knew intimately well” (Excerpted from WLS online catalog). 

Thursday, November 19; 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
The Director by Daniel Kehlmann (Shortlisted for the 2026 International Booker Prize) 
“G.W. Pabst, one of cinema's greatest directors of the 20th century, was filming in France when the Nazis seized power. To escape the
horrors of the new and unrecognizable Germany, he fled to Hollywood. But now, under the blinding California sun, the world-famous
director suddenly looks like a nobody. Not even Greta Garbo, the Hollywood actress whom he made famous, can help him. 
When he receives word that his elderly mother is ill, he finds himself back in his homeland of Austria, which is now called Ostmark.
Pabst, his wife, and his young son are suddenly confronted with the barbaric nature of the regime. So, when Joseph Goebbels--the
minister of propaganda in Berlin--sees the potential for using the European film icon for his directorial genius and makes big promises
to Pabst and his family, Pabst must consider Goebbels's thinly veiled order. While Pabst still believes that he will be able to resist these
advances, that he will not submit to any dictatorship other than art, he has already taken the first steps into a hopeless entanglement.”
(Excerpted from WLS online catalog).

Registration is required by email to Lorraine Isaac at Lisaac@briarcliffmanorlibrary.org. 
 For more information, please call the library at 914-941-7072 or visit our website.


