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Manor Public ~ Books That Will Keep You Reading:

Ann Patchett 8 B

lel'ary Brown Bag Lunch Book Group

Winter/Spring 2025

Enjoy your lunch and join us at our popular Brown Bag Lunch Book Discussion group. You may join the
group at any time. Pick up books for the sessions at the library one month in advance or download them
from the library through Overdrive/Libby. Discussions are led by library staff member, Lorraine Isaac, and
will be held in person.

Tom Lake by Ann Patchett

Tuesday, January 14; 12:30 -2:00 p.m. “Lara’s three twentysomething daughters are back home in
northern Michigan, thanks to the COVID-19 lockdown, just in time to harvest the cherries. Emily has already
committed herself to the family orchard and farm and her other great love, neighbor Benny. Maisie discovers that
she can continue her veterinarian studies by caring for their neighbors’ animals. Only Nell, an aspiring actor, is
distraught because of their isolation, but all are ravenous for distraction as they work long hours handpicking
cherries, so they insist that their mother tell them, in lavish detail, the story of her romance with a future megawatt
movie star. Lara strategically fashions an edited version for her daughters, while sharing the full, heartbreaking tale
with the reader ” (Excerpted from Booklist).

The Berry Pickers by Amanda Peters

Tuesday, March 11; 12:30 -2:00 p.m. “An Indigenous family is forever changed after one of their own
goes missing. Peters’ debut novel explores the lives of a Mi’kmaq family from Nova Scotia as they grapple with
their decades-old trauma. In 1962, Ruthie, the family’s youngest daughter, goes missing from the berry farm in
Maine where they work every summer. Told from alternating perspectives, the novel follows Joe, Ruthie’s older
brother and the last person to see her before she went missing, and Norma, a young girl living in Maine with an
aloof father and overbearing mother. Lying on his deathbed, Joe thinks back on his life, which has been filled with
grief, rage, and all-consuming guilt... Meanwhile, Norma recounts her life, which was plagued by a different kind of
guilt, one that caused her to always be the dutiful daughter—the daughter who didn’t ask too many questions,
ignored the lack of baby pictures, and chose to forget the vivid and painful dreams that plagued her childhood...
Peters beautifully explores loss, grief, hope, and the invisible tether that keeps families intact even when they are
ripped apart” (Excerpted from Kirkus Reviews).

Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon

Tuesday, May 13; 12:30-2:00 p.m.
Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes, entombing a man in the ice, Martha Ballard is summoned to
examine the body and determine cause of death. As a midwife and healer, she is privy to much of what goes on
behind closed doors in Hallowell. Her diary is a record of every birth and death, crime and debacle that unfolds in
the close-knit community. Months earlier, Martha documented the details of an alleged rape committed by two of
the town's most respected gentlemen--one of whom has now been found dead in the ice. But when a local physician
undermines her conclusion, declaring the death to be an accident, Martha is forced to investigate the shocking
murder on her own” (Excerpted from WLS online catalog).
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