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HANG A THOUSAND 

TREES WITH RIBBONS 
By Ann Rinaldi 

Critic: Ravenclaw Student 

 

RATING:  

 

Hang a Thousand Trees with 

Ribbons: The Story of Phillis 

Wheatley is a historical fiction book full with the 

bittersweet life of Phillis Wheatley.  This book     

captures many of Phillis’s good and bad events in 

life, her mixed feelings, and the world around her 

in Colonial America in Ann Rinaldi’s beautiful    

writing.  As a young child Phillis was captured in 

the field when saying hi to her friend Obour, 

along with her mother and Obour.  She had to 

survive a horrible ship ride to America where she 

is bought into the Wheatley family of Nathaniel 

and Mary, their parents, and the other servants, 

friendly Prince, sour Sulie, and caring Aunt       

Cummsie.  In this book, Phillis shares her feelings 

of being a slave, Nathaniel, Colonial America, the 

sides of the war, her poetry, and lastly her life.  I 

highly recommend this book and although I gave 

one less than the highest rating because of the                

ending, this book was wonderful and full of facts! 

WHEN DIMPLE MET                

RISHI 
By Sandhya Menon 

Critic:  Confuzzled 

 

RATING:  

 

When Dimple Met Rishi was not 

the best book I have read.  It is 

about a girl, Dimple who likes to code and make 

programs on computers.  She has a dream of            

going to a coding and app making camp, but her 

parents won’t allow it.  Dimple spontaneously gets 

to go to the camp for reasons she will only find 

out later.  This realistic fiction book highlights            

arranged marriages and their complications.  This 

wasn’t my favorite book because I found it               

predictable and annoying to read.  It was too 

much book, for too little story and events.   

 

 
 

 

SIMON VS. THE HOMO 

SAPIEN AGENDA 
By Becky Albertalli 

Critic:  Meh! 

 

RATING: 

  

 

 

This is one of my favorite books ever,                             

undoubtedly.  It is a light hearted, feel good book 

that never gets old.  It follows the story of Simon 

Spear, a junior in high school who enjoys theater 

and loves his friends.  But he has a secret.  And 

when it gets leaked, some serious tea goes down.  

This book shines through and it ends with a very 

sweet ending.  This is a very cute, romantic, and 

funny book that made me feel all types of                    

emotions.  I would recommend this to enjoyers of 

realistic fiction and romance novels. 
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RULES 
By Cynthia Lord 

Critic: Ohhhhhhhhh Buddy 

 

RATING:  

 

The book was good.  I think 

Cynthia Lord should have                      

continued the book instead of 

stopping at the end.  Rules is about a girl named 

Catherine who has a brother with autism.                     

Catherine wants a normal life but with David, her 

brother, and her friends they get in the way.  Read 

the book to find out how it ends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HARRY POTTER AND 

THE GOBLET OF FIRE 
By J.K. Rowling 

Critic: Artsy Fartsy 

 

RATING:  

 

 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire was a                        

fascinating and eventful adventure for Harry and 

his friends.  I absolutely loved it and couldn’t get 

my nose out of it.  Friendships were tested and 

Harry’s tolerance for lies and judgement was 

stretched so far he almost snapped.  Harry is              

chosen for an event that hasn’t happened for    

centuries and the age limit has been 

raised...technically Harry is not of age...then how 

did he get chosen?  Is everyone who you think 

they are?  Will the dark lord return?  Read the 

book and the others to find out. 

KUNG FU HUSTLE 
Movie Rated R 

Critic:  Ohhhhhhhhhh buddy 

 

RATING:  

 

 

There is a small town called Pig 

Sty Ally.  These two punks enter 

the town and claim they are part of the Axe Gang 

(bad gang).   They challenge people to battle and 

lose and call in reinforcements to help them.  The 

reinforcements get destroyed by some town 

members and the reinforcements run away and 

the two punks run away.  For punishment of lying 

about being in the Axe Gang the two punks must 

kill somebody to enter the gang.  Will they do it?  

Watch the movie to find out. 

 

 

SCRAWL 
By Mark Shulman 

Critic:  Confuzzled 

 

RATING: 

  

Scrawl is a twist on the classic 

bully story, but told from the 

words of the bully.   Tod is stuck 

in a room after school with nothing but a pencil, 

notebook and supervisor.  He is told to write 

about what happened, but he can also write what 

is on his mind.  During the book we learn about 

Tod’s history along with what he did to end up in 

this scenario.  The reader learns how Tod isn’t 

such a bad kid.  I loved this book.  It was very 

unique in its writing style.  The reader learns 

about the bully without the protagonist’s 

thoughts getting in the way.  I think that you 

should read this unique story! 

-3- 

 

 



 

ELF 
Rated PG 

Critic:  Ravenclaw Student 

 

RATING:  

 

 

Elf is a wonderful Christmas movie focused around 

an elf in a human world.  I watched this movie 

many times in a row, and never got tired of it, 

making it a great movie.  Elf is funny, relatable, 

and enjoyable as Buddy the Elf travels through 

New York in search of his human dad, who           

refused to believe he is his son.  Buddy causes 

tons of trouble, but shows the goodness of family 

in life.  Funny examples are eating gum from the 

streets of New York City thinking it was “free                   

candy,” following the four main food groups of 

“candy, candy canes, candy corn, and maple                  

syrup,” and constantly sharing his stories of being 

Santa’s elf when no one believes it.  In the                      

meantime, he is in love with a store “elf” which 

continues throughout the story.  This hilarious 

movie shares the Christmas Spirit that powers 

Christmas and more through Buddy the Elf. 

 

GOOSEBUMPS 2 
Rated PG 

Critic:  Ohhhhhhhhhh buddy 

 

RATING:  

 

This is the first Goosebumps movie I 

watched and it was not good.  At 

the end there was a cliff hanger and 

the movie can maybe scare some 

viewers.  Also there should be more movie to 

watch.  The movie is about these two boys that 

find a black book, a doll, and a piece of paper and 

they read the paper and bring the doll to life.      

Also, the doll brings terror to the town.  Watch the 

movie to find out how they defeat the doll. 

 

THE NIGHT DIARY 
By Veera Hiranani 

Critic:  Ravenclaw Student 

 

RATING:  

 

 

The Night Diary is a wonderfully 

written novel that has a genre of 

historical fiction.  Nisha writes this story in a diary 

to her mother who died when she was born.  She 

got the diary for her birthday.  She lives with her 

twin brother Amal, their cook named Kazi, her dad 

and her dad’s mom, Dadi.  When India gets free 

from Britian, the Hindus and the Muslims fight 

against each other.  They want to separate from 

each other into two Indias.  Nisha’s family is on 

Muslim territory and they are Hindus.  Kazi is 

Muslim though, and when they have to leave, he 

is forced to stay behind because of the dangers.  

Nisha’s family has to go on a highly dangerous 

journey thorugh the desert with barely any food 

and water.  On this same journey, many other 

people die because of thirst, starvation, and killing 

of people of other religions.  Will Nisha and her 

family survive?  Even better, will they reach their 

new place with happiness?  IF you read this 

AMAZING book, you’ll find the answer to these 

questions and more!!! 
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LIFE AS WE KNEW IT 
By Susan Beth Pfeffer 

Critic:  Confuzzled 

 

RATING: 

 

 

The book Life as we Knew It was 

an amazing story that gives new perspective on 

the world that we live in.  An asteroid collides with 

the moon throwing it closer to the earth.  This 

means that the water tides change, earthquakes, 

and volcanoes erupt.  This changes the world in 

more ways than anyone would think.  The reader 

learns about the challenges of life through one 

girl and her family.  This family is thrown into a 

harsh way of life with very little resources to                 

survive.  I loved this book because it made me     

rethink how one change that seems so little can 

effect the world leading to worldwide devastation.  

Definitely read this book if you want to see a new 

take on life as we know it.  
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FROZEN II 
Rated PG 

Critic:  Artsy Fartsy 

 

RATING:  

 

In my opinion I think the new 

Frozen movie deserves a four 

star rating.  In my personal opinion I thought the 

music/soundtrack was absolutely amazing and it’s 

so much fun to listen to.  I also really enjoyed the 

events and story line of the movie.  Although I 

didn’t feel like the name really fit the movie               

because nothing was really “frozen.”  Elsa also 

didn’t use her powers til the very end.  Many       

mysteries are unraveled, friendships are made and 

one town goes through it all, will Arendelle be 

saved?  What really happens?  Watch Anna’s             

unpredictable adventure to find out.   

Do you have opinions? 
Do you read books, watch movies, 

play video games???  Tell us all about 

it!!  Also, snacks at meetings!   
 

JOIN CRITICS 
Briarcliff Public Library club… but 

meetings at BMS! Finish in time for late 

bus!  Meets first Thursday of the month.  
 

Qs? Contact Amy! 

EMAIL: abgkaplan@gmail.com 

TEXT: 914-487-3123  



Meet The Critics 

Hi. Some of you might know 

me, some don’t.  I like to 

draw.  I like books and I love 

music.  But, all I have to say 

now is meh. 

Meh. 

? 

Ravenclaw Student 

The Harry Potter series 

are the best books ever. 

Artsy Fartsy 

Artsy Fartsy isn’t even 

good at art, but I can 

make you laugh. 

Ahhhh. 
Ohhhhhhhhhh buddy 

To whom it may concern… … 

… … … … … …  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ I fell off my chair sorry 

I’m better than 

confused. 

Confuzzled 


