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EVERY SOUL A STAR 

By Wendy Mass  

Critic:  Anonymous 

Ally is a girl who lives out in the 

open near a hot spring.  She is 

being homeschooled until one 

day….There is an eclipse           

happening at Ally’s house and 

everybody is coming to see it.  

At the eclipse Ally meets Jack and Bree.  A few 

days before the eclipse Ally finds out that she is 

moving.  Bree finds out she is also moving but 

into Ally’s house.  The three of them become best 

friends. Ally doesn’t want to leave her house               

because it’s the only home she has ever lived in.  

So, the eclipse is the last thing she is going to do 

before she moves.  Ally will have to make a lot of 

friends.  Bree doesn’t want to move.  If you like 

realistic fiction books then this book will be the 

right book for you.  Read this book.   

THE LIGHTNING THIEF 

By Rick Riordan 

Critic:  Arufu! 

Percy is a boy who is a half-

blood. Being a half-blood is a 

dangerous thing.  It means that 

Percy is half god and half                 

mortal.  His mom has always 

been really nice to Percy, but for 

some reason she married this 

man who Percy called Stinky 

Gabe.  Why whould Percy’s mother do something 

like that?   After fighting his math teacher who 

turned into a monster he finds out the miraculous 

truth about his father and his best friend at 

school.  Percy ends up in a sumer camp with other 

half-bloods.  Will he ever find out the truth of his 

dad?  Being at camp shows Percy that being the 

child of a god means that you have to fight             

monsters all the time.  Will Percy learn to fight off 

the constant monsters?  I loved this book!  If you 

like action packed books with constant plot twists 

you should definitely read this book.  

BUD, NOT BUDDY 

By Christopher Paul Curtis 

Critic:  Anonymous 

Bud, a black 10-year-old boy, 

lives in an orphanage called the 

Home in Flint, Michigan                       

because his mother died when 

he was six.  Before Bud’s                   

momma died, she gave Bud      

fliers of the superstar, Herman E. Colloway and the 

Dusky Devastators of the Depression.  She also 

gave Bud rocks.  Since Bud had never seen his 

dad, he thought the fliers his momma had given 

him were pictures of his dad.  On the fliers, it said 

that Herman E. Calloway and his band lived in 

Grand Rapids.  The distance from Flint to Grand 

Rapids is a very long distance.  But, Bud did not 

care.  So with the help of Lefty Lewis, a guy in Flint 

who was willing to help Bud, they were able to 

reach Herman E. Calloway.  After hearing the 

name of Bud’s dead momma, Herman E. Calloway 

figures out something shocking.  If you are a                

person who likes historical fiction books that are 

thrilling, then this book is right for you.  Read this 

book!   
 

EVERYTHING I KNOW ABOUT YOU 

By Barbara Dee 

Critic:  Arufu! 

This book was a little slow.  The story line was 

good but the book had the potential to be half as 

long.  The book was about Misty, an adopted girl 

who was large for her age and got picked on for 

that.  She never really minded about the            

comments until a  very petite and skinny girl Ava 

was her roommate on a class trip. The girls didn’t 

get along, but Misty couldn’t help but wonder 

why Ava was so small and skinny.   On top of that 

Ava kept a weird journal full of numbers that 

meant nothing to Misty.  The trip has been really 

hard for Misty because her 2 friends 

have now become friends with their 

former enemies and now Misty is all 

alone.  This book was okay, but I do 

think that the plot was stretched out 

and some parts were boring.  If you 

are someone who likes to put                        

different pieces of information              

together to find the answer you 

might like this book.   
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lot of background of this time period in Germany.  

I personally found some parts of the book                           

unrealistic, but overall it is a great book.  If you 

like historical fiction books, I definitely would                  

recommend this book.    

THE CANDY SHOP WAR 

By Brandon Mull 

Critic:  Arufu! 

You would like this book if you 

enjoy fansty mixed with real life.  

This book is about 4 kids who 

go to a new candy shop that 

just opened.  They start working 

with the owner to find a hidden 

treasure.  They get rewarded by the owner, Ms. 

White, with magical candy.  The kids soon finds 

out that Ms. White is a magician and is trying to 

find a goblet of youth water.  This water will turn 

Ms. White into a 10 year old girl again.  After            

talking with another magician they find out that if 

Ms. White gets this water she will overpower the 

town or even the world!  To defeat Ms. White they 

have to travel to the past, the future, and become 

three people in the present.  Will they make it out 

alive? Will Ms. White rule over everyone? I really 

enjoyed this book because after the missions got 

underway each chapter ended with a cliffanger.  

Once I started to read the book I couldn’t stop. 

The beginning was a little slow but the end was 

great!  I would definitely read this book!   

 

THE WILD ROBOT 

By Peter Brown 

Critic:  Anonymous 

Roz is a robot who is stranded 

on an island full of animals that 

don’t trust her.  Roz accidentally 

kills a baby gosling’s parents so 

she adopts the baby and takes 

care of it like it were her own child.  Towards the 

end Roz helps all the animals that need help.  The 

animals change the way they feel about Roz.  This 

book is about friendship and that you should treat 

others the way you want to be treated.  I                        

recommend this book to people who like a good 

adventure.  This is a really good read.                

PARKS AND RECREATION 

TV show 

Critic:  TI-84 Plus CE Graphing 
Calculator 

Parks and Recreation is a show 

about the parks and recreation 

department of a town called 

Pawnee, Indiana.  Leslie Knope is 

one of the main characters, and 

she is so incredibly dedicated to 

her job.  Other main characters 

include Ron Swanson, who is the 

boss of the department who hates the                            

government despite his job, April Ludgate who is 

the intern who always seems bored with                         

everything, Tom Haverford who always tries to         

add “Swag” to everything, and many more.  If you 

like The Office, you’ll love this show.  It has the 

same mockumentary style of The Office, and it is 

super funny.  The first season is sort of bad, but 

after that the show is consistently great.  My              

favorite part of the show is how every character is 

well developed and has a story, even seemingly 

small side characters.  Overall, the show is                 

amazing and I definitely recommend it.  All 7                      

seasons are available on Netflicks and via the 

Westchester Public Library system on dvds.    
 

A NIGHT DIVIDED 

By Jennifer Nielson 

Critic:  Michael Vey 

A Night Divided is a book about 

a young girl, whose family was 

separated by the Berlin Wall.  It 

shows the challenges that she 

faces and shows the experience 

that she overcomes.  Even 

though this book is a bit slow, it does provide a  

-3- 

 

 

 



Rating: 

Rating: 

Rating: 

Rating: 

her mother.  She is put on a 

truck with a few other people 

including Mr. Stalos a crazy old 

man, Ona and her newborn  

baby, and some other people 

with what the Soviets                   

determine as too much 

knowledge.   This book is an 

intense story which sheds light 

on the millions sent to Stalin’s 

labor camps during World War II, which is often 

forgotten.  The only thing I didn’t like about the 

book is that I felt the romance part was forced, 

but otherwise it was great.  This book is a must 

read.  

 

SMILE 

By Raina Telgemeier 

Critic:  Aly Star 

I think that this book is a must 

read.  I feel this book is a great 

book for fouth grade and up just 

because it’s a little bit grown up 

for people who are under the 

fourth grade.  But it’s a really 

good book you can relate to. It’s one of those 

books that you just have to keep reading over and 

over.  It’s about a girl who trips and loses her two 

front teeth.   

ANNE OF WINDY POPLARS 

By Anne M. Montgomery 

Critic:  Arufu! 

I thought this book had a good 

plot, but it was too long.  The 

book was boring at some parts, 

other parts were sad and some 

were funny. Anne now works as a 

principal at a school in                              

Summerside.  She works there for 

3 years.  The book covers the 3 

years she works there in letters to Gilbert and by a 

narrator on Anne’s life.  Anne has trouble with a  

clan of families during her first year and has many          

adventures along the way. Anne meets many new 

people and falls in love with her boarding house.  

If you like stories about people’s lives then you 

would definitely like this book.  Make sure you 

read the first 3 books before you read this book.  

The first 3 books were very good!    
 

PAPA’S CHEESERIA 

Comuter game by                               

Flipline Studios 

Critic:  Michael Vey 

Papa’s Cheeseria is a game 

where the player has an                  

objective of creating a sandwich that the                   

customer is satisfied with.  You start playing by 

taking a customer’s sandwich order.  You build 

the sandwich using ingredients and then cooking 

it.  After you have served the sandwich the          

customer judges it and gives you a tip                               

accordingly.  With this tip, you can customize the 

decorations of the lobby, tools for cooking the 

sandwich, and personal clothing/accessories.  This 

game is very fun and satisfying to play.  I highly 

recommend you play this game.  There are many 

more games in the series and can find them at 

coolmathgames.com.   

 

BETWEEN SHADES OF GRAY 

By Ruth Sepetys 

Critic:  Ti-84 plus CE Graphing Calculator 

Between Shades of Gray is a riveting novel about a 

Lithuanina girl named Lina who is sent to a                 

Siberian labor camp with her brother   Jonas    and                      
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ONE FOR THE                   

MURPHYS 

By Lynda Hunt 

Critic:  Arufu! 

One for the Murphys is about a 

girl named Carley.  Her mom 

started dating a man who was 

actually not a good person.  

One night, after he got mad at 

Carley and her mom he really hurt them.  After 

Carley and her mom got rushed to the hospital 

Carley was taken to foster care.  Carley has to get 

through many challenges to answer her long 

question of “do happy families exist?”  This book 

is an absolute must read for all people who like 

sad dramatic stories that leave you in tears.     

            

I AM NUMBER FOUR 

By Pittacus Lore 

Critic:  ArtemisdragonLv 

This book is really good and                 

descriptive.  It is about aliens who 

had superpowers, who had been 

sent to earth to try and preserve 

their planet after an invasion.  The 

people who had invaded their 

planet of Lorien were hunting them so the aliens 

were constantly on the run.  Eventually, they have 

to fight back and you will have to read the book 

to know what happens then.  This book is                    

amazing, action packed and has a great general 

story.  It is the first book in a series and you 

should definitely read it!  I highly recommend this 

book to people who like stories about people with 

powers and/or alien stories.   

 

THE NAME OF THIS 

BOOK IS SECRET 

By Pseudonymous Bosch 

Critic:  Unknown 

The Name of this Book is Secret 

was a mysterious amazing book. 

It had a hilarious narrator and an 

action-packed plot.  It is a must 

read book for anyone who likes adventure, and 

suspense; and when I started reading it, I couldn’t 

put it down.  If you haven’t read The Name of this 

Book is Secret, you really should get it soon.  
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