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 The Rating System 
 

Excellent:  Rainbow Llamas 

Good:   Hey, That’s Pretty Good 

Okay:   Satisfied 

Bad:   Hey, That’s Pretty Sketchy 

Horrible:  Defenestration necessary 
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house showing.  Before you know it, Sheila the 

Mombie turns into a zombie.  In a matter of days, 

I finished the first season (which is unfortunately 

the only season as of now).  I should probably  

include an obvious gore warning at this point as 

well.  Nonetheless, I strongly encourage you to 

watch and see how the family overcomes new 

struggles, zombie related or not.  Rating:          

Rainbow Llamas 

 

Fairy School Drop-Out 

By Meredith Badger 

Critic:  Madeline Martinez 

Welcome to Elly’s world.  By 

the way, she’s a fairy who 

hates being a fairy!  She does 

everything wrong until one 

day she meets a human and 

gives her...OOPS!  I said too 

much!  Anyway, you should go read this book.  It’s 

the best.  Rating: Rainbow Llamas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Breakfast Club 

Movie Rated R 

Critic:  General Nuisance 

I’ve spent too many years not 

having seen this movie, the 

classic, the legend, the one and 

only.  Perhaps that’s an exag-

geration, but this is definitely 

one of my new favorites.  

There’s really not much to say about the plot it-

self, as every moment is hilarious and suspenseful 

and anything would be a spoiler, but I will say that 

I love the concept of the whole movie taking place 

in one room over the course of one day.  Overall? 

10/10.  Rating: Rainbow Llamas 

Saffy’s Angel 

By Hilary McKay 

Critic:  Cassidy A. Sloane 

Saffy’s Angel is the first book in a 

series of books a bout the Cas-

son family.  Eve, the mother is an   

artist, the father that lives in  

London is also an artist.  Their 

kids are Caddy, Saffy, Indigo, and 

Rose.  Early in the book, Saffy 

finds out she is adopted.  She’s 

the daughter of Eve’s sister.  

When the grandpa dies, Saffy 

becomes determined to find the stone angel that 

he left to her.  This is a really good book, but it 

can get a little bit confusing at times.  Overall, I 

recommend this book. Rating:  Hey, That’s     

Pretty Good 
 

Mortal Instruments, 

Book 1,                        

City of Bones 

By Cassandra Clare 

Critic:  Hannah Epstein 

When Clary sees three people 

murder someone, but her friend 

doesn’t see the people, she 

knows she is special.  When the people take her to 

their home, they are very curious.  She finds out 

that the people are Shadowhunters. Their names 

are Jace, Alec and Isabel.  They have weird marks 

all over them and scary weapons.  Earlier that day, 

her mom disappears and Clary finds out she has a 

father she never knew about….What does she do?! 

Rating:  Rainbow Llamas 

 

Santa Clara Diet 

T.V. Series 

Critic:  General Nuisance 

This brand new Netflix series is 

possibly one of my favorites.  

The comedy starring Drew Barry-

more and Timothy Olyphant fea-

tures a loving couple of realtors 

and their teenage daughter Abby 

with a next to perfect life.  All is 

well, until a tiny tiny incident occurs during a   
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Riddle answer: You stop imagining. 

Riddle 

Critic:  Hannah Epstein 

Imagine you are tied to a chair over lava.  

Sharks are swimming.  You only have a 

knife.  Randomly, you could fall.  How do 

you escape? 



Les Pilleurs de                       

Sarcophages (Tomb 

Raiders)  

By Odile Weulersse  

Critic:  Shakespeare 

This book is in French.  Now, 

don’t get me wrong, books in 

French are sort of ok.  Ish.  But 

this book...the only good part is when the bad guy 

pushes one of the good guys down a well.  In a 

tomb.  And he dies.  Oh well.  So back to the           

beginning.  Tetiki is the main character, and he 

goes on a quest to steal the gold in King Taa’s 

tomb, to prevent bad guys from taking it to use it 

in a war.  Don’t worry, Tetiki will eventually return 

it.  If he gets out alive that is.  Full of not exciting 

and totally predictable plot twists, this book is a 

bore.  And kind of long, for absolutely no                    

character development and plot development/

excitement/climax.  Quite a disappointment.                     

Rating:  Defenestration necessary  

 

Avalon High 

By Meg Cabot 

Critic:  Cassidy A. Sloane 

Avalon High is a book about a 

girl named Elaine who is a new 

kid at school.  Her parents are 

professors of medieval history, 

and they are on a sabbatical, 

which is basically a year off so they can write 

books.  Elaine was named after a person from a 

medievel poem, so people call her Ellie.  She 

meets a boy named Will, his girlfriend Jennifer, 

and his friend Lance.  There is a major plot twist 

which I can’t reveal.  It is a really good book, with 

so many surprising moments.   Rating: Hey, 

That’s Pretty Good 

Under a Painted Sky 

By Stacy Lee 

Critic:  Miss Bookworm 

This book is one of the best 

books ever.  A girl named                  

Samantha lost her father, her 

only relative, to a fire.  The                       

landlord, Ty Yorkshire, then              

assaulted Samantha.  Horrified, 

she killed him with a scrubbing brush.  Samantha 

met a runaway slave named AnnaMae and they 

both went on the Oregon Trail to California.    

However, they disguise theselves as boys.  Sammy 

and Andy.  They travel with three cowboys, Cay, 

West and Peety.  They all form strong bonds and 

go through many adventures.  But here’s the twist: 

Sammy and Andy cannot be found out at all costs.  

Plese read this book. That’s all I have to say.  

Okay? Goodbye.  The end.  So long, farewell... 

Rating: Rainbow Llamas 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Mrs. Gioconda 

By E.L. Konigsburg 

Critic: Cassidy A. Sloane 

The Second Mrs. Gioconda is a  

book that asks the question 

“Why did Leonardo da Vinci 

spend three years on a painting 

of the wife of a merchant when 

dukes and duchesses were beg-

ging for one?”  It sounds really 

good, but this question is not 

addressed until the very end.  The three main 

characters are Da Vinci himself, his apprentice  

Solai, and a “plain-faced” duchess named Beatrice.  

There are many events that are unimportant to 

what’s supposed to be the main idea.  This book is 

interesting, but it has a confusing plot and sort of 

climax.  Rating: Satisfied 
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Good Omens 

By Terry Pratchett and Neil 
Gaiman 

Critic:  Miss Bookworm 

It’s the apocalypse.  Yup, that’s 

right.  And it is an absolutely 

hilarious ending.  Aziraphale, an 

angel, and Crowley, a fallen an-

gel are given the task of making 

sure the world ended.  However, neither wants the 

humans to go.  A boy, Adam, is the son of the 

devil and was put into the human world as a 

wealthy family’s child.  His parents don’t know 

who he actually is.  Crowley and Aziraphale’s job is 

for Adam to control his power and do something 

horrible.   Rating:  Rainbow Llamas 
 

Brooklyn 

Movie rated PG-13 

Critic:  General Nuisance 

It’s been a short while since I’ve 

seen this movie, but it most   

definitely deserved more            

attention (resuling in this               

review).  It’s a drama following a 

young Irish woman who leaves 

her family to move to the               

United Sates in the days of Ellis 

Island.  Through family tragedy 

and the difficult paths of love to choose between, 

the little moments are just so touching, not to 

mention the comedic houseemates.  If it weren’t 

for such a heartbreaking ending, this would               

definitely be a 10 out of 10 from me.  Rating: 

Hey, That’s Pretty Good 
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Graceling 

By Kristin Cashore 

Critic:  Shakespeare 

A child is born.  The parents 

wait.  If they do not develop   

different colored eyes, they 

breathe a sign of relief.  If they 

do, nooooooo!  For if their 

Grace (a special ability) can be useful for the kind, 

the baby gets taken away.  In comes Katsa, whose 

Grace is to kill.  She then begins to train with the 

King, and becomes his enforcer.  Until Po comes, 

who Grace is to fight (But not really *wink*) and 

then they go on an epic journey to overthrow the 

King becuase Po’s grandfather has been captured.  

As an added bonus, Katsa and Po fall in love on 

their journey.  It is an awesome world with                  

awesome magic so if you love magical worlds that 

are awe striking, then read immediately.   Rating; 

Rainbow  Llamas 

 

Shipwreck 

By Gordon Korman 

Critic:  Cassidy A. Sloane 

Shipwreck is a book about six 

kids who have to go on a cruise 

to “chart a new course.”  They 

were all sent for supposedly 

doing something wrong.  Luke was framed for 

owning a gun, Will and sister Lyssa have violent 

fights.  J.J. is a spoiled rich brat, Ian “watched T.V.”, 

and Charla came from a bad neighborhood.  

When the captain goes overboard, the mean first 

mate leaves the kids to have to fend for                        

themselves.  As the title suggests, there is a               

shipwreck.  I’m not going to give the rest away so 

read the book! Rating: Hey, That’s Pretty Good 



The Karate Kid 

Original, Rated PG  

Critic:  Hannah Epstein 

This move is really AWESOME!!  It 

is about a kid who moves to              

California.  When he is being bul-

lied, a strange man comes and 

attacks the bullies with karate.  

The boy learns under the strange 

man for a karate championship.  The young book 

is played by Ralph Macchio.  Will he take down 

the champ?  Watch to find out.    Rating:                 

Rainbow Llamas 
 

Black Chalk 

By Christopher J. Yates 

Critic:  General Nuisance 

I could hardly finish this book, if 

that gives you any warning.  The 

story follows six University                 

students in England who join a 

secret game with dares and     

consequences with a final cash 

prize.  The perspective constantly switches              

between the students in third person and first 

person narration of the life of one of the students 

fourteen years later.  I spent the whole book               

waiting for an “aha” moment where everything 

made sense, but I was left dissatisfied and                     

disappointed.  The concept is great, but this, in my 

opinion, was a major flop.  Overall?  3 out of 10.  

Rating:  Hey, That’s Pretty Sketchy 

 

Eve & Adam 

By Michael Grant and Katherine 

Applegate 

Critic:  Hannah Epstein 

This book is AWESOME.  It is                   

science fiction.  A girl named 

Evening is walking across the 

street, looking at a McIntosh                

apple in a bunch of Granny Smith 

apples, when a street-car hits her legs.  Then, she 

is whisked away from the hospital by her mom 

and a boy named Solo.  Her mom told her to                 

create the perfect boy.  Evening doesn’t know  

what                          

what the perfect boy is to her.  What wil he look 

like?   Read to find out.  Rating: Rainbow Llamas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      A Series of  

        Unfortunate Events 

 Netflix series 

Critic:  Hannah Epstein 

I expected a little more for the 

first episode of this show.  I was 

really confused at the end.  Who 

were the people in jail at the  

end?  They were called the parents...the parents 

died, though.  What is happening!?!? I thought it 

would be more funny.  Neil Patrick Harris plays 

Count Olaf.   Rating: Hey, That’s Pretty Good 

 

 

La La Land 

Movie rated PG-13 

Critic:  General Nuisance 

The newest hit movie musial 

starring onscreen lovebirds              

Emma Stone and Ryan Gosling 

is, in my opinion, beyond words.  

The songs are both incredibly 

moving and exciting, not to mention John 

Legend’s role as a pop star competing passive   

aggressively with jazz enthusiast Sebastian (Ryan 

Gosling).  The movie takes place in LA, focused on 

Sebastian and Mia (Emma Stone), an aspiring          

actress, otherwise known as a barista.  The whole 

plot covers the struggles of living a brutally              

normal LA life, with the twist of musical                  

expression.  The ending did kill me though.   

Overall?  11/10.   Rating: Rainbow Llamas 
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A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 

By Betty Smith 

Critic:  Miss Bookworm 

This book is about a girl named 

Francie Nolan, who is very poor.  

He has a hard working mother, 

a younger brother, and an                   

alcoholic father.  This book 

takes place during 1915-1918.  

Francie is an only child who 

loves reading.  She does great in 

school and loves to write.  She also dreams of       

becoming rich.  That is, until a very sad thing  

happens.  Yes, it is a spoiler.  If you want to read 

this book, don’t read on and just so you know this 

is an AMAZING book.  So...yeah.  Her father dies.  

Francie wants to go to high school and continue 

on to college, only now she has to go to work.  

But don’t worry, there is a happy                                     

ending...somewhat.  BUT THIS BOOK IS AMAZING.  

SO READ IT! Rating; Rainbow  Llamas 

 

Persepolis 

By Marjane Satrapi 

Critic:  Cassidy A. Sloane 

Persepolis is a memoir about a 

girl growing up in Iran during 

the 80s.  In that time, there was 

a revolution going on, where 

the Iranians overthrow the 

Shah/King of Iran.  They 

switched to a communist system.  Marji is a kid 

growing up during this time.  Many changes            

happen to her life.  She had to wear a veil                 

everywhere, and she was separated from her 

friends since she had to go to an all-girls school.  

The Iranian war breaks out, and her life is flipped.  

This book is really amazing and eye-opening.  It is 

written like a comic book, with drawings.  This 

book makes you realize how lucky it is to be in 

America now.  This is a true story, which is               

amazing.  Reading this book will change your life.   

Rating: Rainbow Llamas 

 

The Girl Who Drank              

the Moon 

By Kelly Regan Barnhill 

Critic:  Shakespeare 

This book is kind of like a twist 

on a fairytale that doesn’t exist.  

If that made sense.  In the                

beginning, there was a forest 

and a bog.  And later, a village.  

This village has a “death day” every year, where a 

baby is sacrificed to the Witch to prevent her from 

killing them all.  This village is ruled by Elders, and 

in the beginning the story revolves around the 

newest Elder, who is questioning their ways.  The 

Elders have made this “holiday,” not really                    

believing in the witch, assuming the babies die 

from animals.  But there is a Witch.  And she’s 

good.  She takes these babies every year and 

brings them away, not knowing how they got 

there, to other happy villages.  On the journey, 

she feeds them starlight which makes them                  

special.  Until one day, she takes the newest baby 

and accidentally feeds her moonlight.  Unlike         

starlight, moonlight contains magic.  And now     

Luna (the baby) possesses more magic than ever.  

More than the witch.  And now the real Witch, the 

one who is actually bad, wants it all.  And that’s all 

I can say without spoiling... Rating:   Rainbow 

Llamas 
 

Whittington 

By Alan Armstrong 

Critic:  Hannah Epstein 

Throughout the whole book it is 

switching from Whittington              

telling a story, and a boy named 

Ben who is struggling in school.  

Ben is going to be held behind 

unless he can read at level 20.  

His sister and the TALKING ANIMALS try to help 

him, but he keeps getting frustrated.  Whittington 

and Ben know each other.  They are both on the 

same farm.  By the way, did I mention                           

Whittington was a talking cat? Will Ben succeed?                     

Rating:  Rainbow Llamas 

 



on there?) - but if you are a fan of the games and 

the story behind them, it might be worth reading.  

Rating: Hey, That’s Pretty Sketchy 

 

That Poppy 

singer 

Critic:  General Nuisance 

Ooh boy.  Let’s not even talk 

about Poppy’s YouTube 

channel.  How about her  

music?  Yeah, let’s go with that.  If you’re                       

interested in her YouTube channel, go watch the 

conspiracy theory videos about her.  Long story 

short, her entire persona as this stage name 

“Poppy” is a parody of celebrity industry, and all 

her songs hint at it.  They have a  very poppy 

sound (no pun intended), but the lyrics talk about 

money, greed for attention, and “wanting it all.”  

Digging too deep into theories can make it sound 

weird, but the spoofy shallow phrases can make it 

even funny to lsten to.  Rating: Hey, That’s Pret-

ty Good 

 

A Christmas Carol 

By Charles Dickens 

Critic:  Madeleine Martinez 

Imagine you have no holiday 

spirit.  Well, I can name a per-

son.  His name is Scrooge.  One 

day Scrooge was home and his 

door knob had a face of his 

business partner that passed 

away named Jacob Marley.  Jacob told him that he 

was going to be visited by three spirits.  Read this 

novella to find out how Scrooge changed                     

everything.   Rating: Rainbow Llamas 

 

 

Hush 

Movie rated R 

Critic:  General Nuisance 

Hush is a great horror movie 

involving a deaf author, her best 

friend, and a stranger in  a white 

mask.  Of course, no horror 

movie is perfect, so I can’t give 

this a perfect rating, and I                    

haven’t seen many horror movies either, but for a 

horror movie, I’d say it’s pretty great.  Of course, 

I’d tell you more about the movie, but just about 

anything would spoil it.  I guess you’ll have to 

watch it to find out!   Rating:  Hey, That’s Pretty 

Good 
 

Friday Night at Freddy’s 

—The Silver Eyes 

By Scott Cawthon 

Critic:  America’s Favorite Fighting 
Frenchman 

I was waiting for this book since it 

was announced (about a 1 1/2—2 

years ago) and I have to say I’m 

disappointed.  This novel was, over 

all, boring and poorly written.  The 

chapters are very long, so there’s only 8, but Scott 

Cawthon seems to not want to move on from the 

plot point he was writing until he starts the next 

chapter.  Let me now just summarize the book for 

you.  In chapters 1 - 6, Charlie visits her dad’s 

house 3 times (one time with John!), they all go to 

Freddy’s once a chapter and then leave again.  

The last two chapters are actually pretty tense and 

decent, as one of the characters - Carlton - is kid-

napped by the night guard who is actually the guy 

who kidnapped, murdered and stuffed 5 children 

into animatronic suits in the past (who for some 

reason isn’t arrested even though cops know he 

did it??).  Oh, but don’t worry! According to his 

very concerned dad, he’s just pulling a prank!  No.  

He’s not.  So everyone else goes back to Freddy’s 

and proceeds to be chased by animatronics.  The 

only really good scene happens over the last cou-

ple of chapters, and then Charlie kills a guy and 

they all go home...WHAT??!   There are so many 

unanswered questions in this book—is Carlton 

ok?  What was going on with Jason and the draw-

ings?  Why does Foxy act like a person?                                    

Is Michael alive? (I mean seriously, what’s going 
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Revenge of the Sith 

Movie rated PG 

Critic:  Cassidy A. Sloane 

Revenge of the Sith is the third 

movie in the Star Wars saga.  It is 

about the jedi knight Anakin 

Skywalker and his path to the 

dark side.  The movie starts out 

with two Jedi knights, Anakin 

and Obi-Wan Kenobi in the 

midst of a space battle, trying to 

save Chancellor Palpatine from the evil Sith Lord 

Count Dooku.  When Anakin comes back to 

Coruscant, he finds out his secret wife, Padme, is 

pregnant.  I don’t want to spoil too much, but 

what happens afterwards is extremely exciting.  

This movie is amazing and emotional.  There are 

also exciting lightsaber duels.  I think this is a 

great movie, but if you are new to Star Wars, 

watch the “originals” (4.5,6) first, then the 

“prequels” (1,2,3).   Rating: Rainbow Llamas 

 

 

 

The Mortal Instruments: 

Book 3, City of Glass 

By Cassandra Clare 

Critic:  Miss Bookworm 

THIS BOOK WAS AMAZING!   It 

was the 3rd book in The Mortal 

Instruments series. Clary, Jace, 

Alec, Izzy, Simon and Luke travel 

to Alicante to stop Valentine from 

acquiring the mortal glass.  The Lightwoods live 

with their cousins Alaine and Sebastian.  Clary 

lives with Luke’s sister, Amatis.  Luke goes off on 

some underworld business.  Clary takes a liking to 

Sebastian, and he takes her to Ragnor Fell, a war-

lock able to cure Jacelyn.  When Clary gets there, 

she finds Ragnor Fell dead, and Magnus Bane in 

his place.  He tells Clary to find the White Book, a 

spellbook containg the cure for Jacelyn.  This 

book is full of betrayals and deaths.  No really, 

literally every character faces the brink of death.  

Anyway, READ THIS BOOk. Rating:  Rainbow   

Llamas 
 

There Will be Lies 

By Nick Lake 

Critic:  General Nuisance 
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Shelby Cooper has a fairly                  

normal life as a 17-year-old girl, 

living and homeschooled in 

Flagstaff, Arizona.  Then her life 

takes a million different turns 

(and mentioning any of them 

would spoil a lot).  The line re-

peated throughout the book is 

as follows:  “There will be two 

lies.  Then there will be the 

truth.”  This book is just about 

the perfect medium between 

realistic and fantasy...in my 

opinion.    Rating:  Hey, That’s   

Pretty Good 



Madeleine                          

Martinez 

Hi! 

Cassidy A. Sloane 

I love hockey.  Live in Concord, 

Mass.  Friends Megan, Emma, Jess 

and sorta kinda Becca Chadwich.  

Bye I have hockey.  (P.S. this is not 

really this person’s personality) 

Shakespeare 
I am the Will with the skill to thrill you with my quill!  I 

am the hard working bard you regard, yeah!  I am the 

Will!  Will POWER!  (look it up. Shakespeare , 2016)  

p.s. Make an om, om, om, om, om, om, omelette! 

Miss Bookworm 

Hi.  I am just another girl out there.  But I 

LOVE (and I mean LOVE) reading.  I also 

like dolphins, drawing, food, Something 

Rotten, Hamilton, Harry Potter, Percy              

Jackson, and a trillion othe things.  Don’t 

judge me and go read some books. 

General Nuisance 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Meet the Critics 

Hannah Epstein 

Peace, love, Islanders. 

p.s. I ♥ series books. 

p.p.s. King in Hamilton  

= da bomb (awesome) 
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America’s Favorite 

Fighting Frenchman 

I came from afar just to say 

“Bonsoir” to the king casse toi 

who is the best?  C’est moi! 


