Westchester Great Books Council’s
28th Annual Day of Discussion
Saturday, January 23, 2021
Morning and Afternoon discussions via Zoom with a midday break for lunch
What better time to re-visit Thornfield Hall (or to travel there for the first time) by reading Brontë’s and
Rhys’ tales of the two very different women in residence and their relationships with the Englishman
Edward Rochester.
Our terrific annual event will be held virtually this year due to Covid-19. So we don’t need to schedule a
snow date! We anticipate a great day of thoughtful dialogue and respectful debate among inquisitive
readers and expect you will gain new insights into these two great novels with the help of our skilled
discussion leaders. Using the designated editions (book covers and ISBNs shown below) facilitates your
active participation in the discussion and is strongly encouraged.
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
Charlotte Brontë’s beloved novel describes the passionate love between the courageous
orphan Jane Eyre and her employer – the brilliant, brooding and domineering Mr. Rochester.
The loneliness and cruelty of Jane’s childhood strengthens her natural independent spirit,
which prove invaluable when she takes a position as a governess at Thornfield Hall. But Mr.
Rochester has a terrible secret.
Excerpted from Penguin Random House
Puffin Books reprint (March 17, 2011)

464 pages

ISBN-13: 978-0142419694
Use ISBN-10: 0142419699 on Amazon

Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys
Rhys ingeniously brings into light one of fiction’s most fascinating characters: the madwoman in
the attic from Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre. This mesmerizing work introduces us to Antoinette
Cosway, a sensual and protected young woman who is sold into marriage to the prideful Mr.
Rochester. Rhys portrays Cosway amidst a society so driven by hatred, so skewed in its sexual
relations, that it can literally drive a woman out of her mind.
Excerpted from Amazon
W. W. Norton & Company reprint (January 25, 2016)

176 pages

ISBN-13: 978-0393352566

Registration will be limited to ensure a high-quality discussion via Zoom. Sign up early & before 1/18/2021.
Morning discussion (9:30 to 11:30 am) – Jane Eyre followed by a two hour break for lunch and fresh air.
Afternoon discussion (1:30 to 4:00 pm) – Wide Sargasso Sea and a wrap-up discussion of the two novels.
Register by mailing form below with a check OR via PayPal using only the “Send to Family and Friends” no-fee option
to westchestergreatbooks@gmail.com
Registration Fee: $10

2021 Annual Day of Discussion Mail-In Registration Form

!

Questions? Contact Marta Burachok at westchestergreatbooks@gmail.com

Name: _______________________________________ e-mail: ________________________________________
Please print clearly

Zoom link and agenda details will be sent here

☐ Enclosed is a check for $10 made payable to “Westchester Great Books Council” or “WGBC”
Westchester Great Books Council, P.O. Box 233, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510

