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The Perks of Being 
a Wallflower 
By Stephen Chbosky 
 
Critic: Realnut 
Rating: Raining Candy 
 

Charlie is a high 
school boy who has 
just found a new 
group of friends.  

Sam, a girl who he thinks is very beauti-
ful, a boy named Patrick, and a few other 
older kids.  Throughout the year, Charlie 
and his friends try new things. Some of 
which aren’t really the best ideas.  The 
book is written through letters that Char-
lie addresses to “a friend.”  This causes 
you to feel very close with him, when you 
realize he’s writing to you.  It’s a really 
good book, but the kind of book that 
tears your heart up, and then you want to 
carry it around with you and make pic-
tures of quotes from it on Tumblr 
(everyone does that.)  Read it! 

Heroes of Oympus 
By Philip Freedman 
 

Critic: Recnad 
Rating: Acceptable 
 

I know what you’re 
thinking, and no...this 
is not the series by 
Rick Riordan.  If you 
really really like Greek 
Mythology, and want 
to go deep into it, as deep as Tartarus, 
then you would like this book.  Philip 
Freedman takes each important Greek 
figure, and puts them into a chapter, 
filled with great information.  I can’t really 
give you a summary because...well, you 
know...it’s as deep as Tartarus.  So all 
you Greek Mythology lovers out 
there….read this book! 

 
“Lanyard” 
By Billy Collins 
 

Critic: Yoshi 
Rating: Raining Candy 

 
I really liked this po-
em.  Mrs. Craven 
and Mrs. Yalo 
showed this poem to 
our class in Seventh 
Grade English.  It was a really funny po-
em that was really entertaining.  You’re 
probably not going to go out of your way 
to look for one specific peom, but at least 
take my word for how good this poem is.  
I really liked it and I think you will too (if 
you actually go out of your way to search 
up a peom that no one’s really heard of.) 
 

(This poem can be found in the book The Truth 
About Poetry and Other Poems by Billy Col-
lins.) 
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Ruby Red 
By Kerstin Gier 
 

Critic: The 8th Grade 
Critic 
Rating: Acceptable 

  
This international 
bestselling novel may 
take many pages to 
get down to the actual 
plot but is well written 

and interesting.  The main character 
Gwen lives in London with her eccentric 
extended family.  There is time-travel, 
romance and stuff….Just read it if you 
want. 
 
 

Vihart 
YouTube    
channel Vi Hart 
 
Critic: Pashi 
Rating: Raining Candy 
 
You may not think math is fun.  Prepare to 
change your views.  Vihart is a girl on 
youtube that combines math with doodles.  
Heard of a hexaflexagon?  Vihart made them 
popular.  Being funny and not a math teach-
er, Vihart doesn’t care about video comments 
and only films for fun.  Although you only see 
her hands, she loves doodling and nobody 
cards.  Vi calls herself a mathemusician, 
combing math with music. 

Framed 
By Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Critic: Mr. Real Fun 
Rating: Raining Candy 
 

Dylan is bored.  He is 
the only boy in his entire 
town.  His family owns a 
gas station, a not very 
successful one.  All that 
changes when Lester 

comes to town.  He and his legion of trucks 
goes to the top of a mountain just outside 
of town and sets up a camp.  Dylan’s sister, 
Minnie, thinks the men are criminals hiding 
stolen loot.  But Lester and ther other men 
are something else entirely.  This book is an 
awesome choice for anyone.  I would rec-
ommend this for all ages. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Super Mario World 3D 
Wii game 

Critic: Darkstar 
Rating: Acceptable 

 
The newest edition to the 
oh-so-popular Mario se-
ries, it is the only and first 
title to be in 3D.  After 
having played it for several hours, I deter-
mined this game is fun.  The world now has 
depth and new power-ups are available.  
Some are old power-ups and the worlds are 
more linear.  Sometimes though, you forget 
to use the circle pad, as the controls are 
slightly different.  Overall, the game play is 
wonderful and deserves to be played. 
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Genius Files: You 
Only Die Twice 
By Dan Gutman 
 

Critic: Mr. Real Fun 
Rating: Acceptable 

 
In this book, someone 
gets thrown into a gi-
ant shredder, a Frisbee 
blows up and a bunch 

of other exciting things happen.  This is 
the third book in the series, so go back 
and read the others if plan to read this.  
Anyhoo, it also includes some fun facts, 
such as the state flower of Georgia.  I’d 
recommend this book to anyone who likes 
a good thriller. 
 
Life of Pi 
Movie, Rated PG 
 

Critic: 36ØOLLIE 
Rating: Raining Candy 

 
The Life of Pi is a mov-
ie of complex story 
writing switching from 
past and present per-
son to past and third 
person.  It’s about a young Inian man 
who’s family travels to America for a bet-
ter life.  An epic tragedy changes the main 
character’s life forever.  He finds himself 
floating in a large dingy with a variety of 
animals until he is saved by an inanimate 
object.  The story switches from the past 
to a present interview and is a great use 
of about two hours.  I give it a 4.5 out of 5 
and so should you! 

hexaflexagons 
By Vihart (youtube channel) 
 

Critic: Yoshi 
Rating: Raining Candy 

  
Vihart is a lady who makes youtube vide-
os. One of her videos tell how to make 
hexaflexagons, awesome flexable hexa-
gons.  This video is entertaining, yet it 
also shows you how to make your own 
hexaflexagons.  She even explains the 
history of hexaflexagons down to the first 
boy who made them, after moving to 
America from England, and first hexaflex-
agon committee.  You should really watch 
this video.  It is on youtube and called 
“hexaflexagons.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ib 
Free Computer Game 
 

Critic: The 8th Grade Critic 
Rating: Acceptable 

  
Ib is a free computer game made on rpg 
maker.  It’s an rpg (shock!) and depend-
ing on what you do you can get 1 of 6 
different endings.  You are Ib, a 9 year 
old girl visiting an art gallery with her par-
ents.  When wandering the gallery alone 
something strange happens and Ib finds 
herself alone in the gallery.  Walk through 
this creepy art gallery as Ib...and figure 
out how to escape with Ib’s rose entact.  
(genre: Horror) (Looks like an old Game-
boy game.) (Takes about 2 hours.) 
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came to be.  Mark Zuckerberg is a genius 
student at Harvard who is tired of the stupid 
social network at Harvard.  This movie de-
picts all the twists, turns, and trials Zucker-
berg had to face before Facebook came to 
be. Watch it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Zachary 
Beaver Came to 
Town 
By Kimberly Willis Holt 
 

Critic: Recnad 

Rating: Acceptable 

 
When Zachary Beaver 
Came to Town is 
about a kid named 
Zachary Beaver entering the most boring 
town in Texas.  He’s not the main char-
acter...but he’s kinda the fattest boy in 
the world.  Aside from that Toby Wilson, 
the main character, is having a pretty 
crummy summer.  His mom is away, 
competing in a singing contest, his best 
friend’s brother is serving in Vietnam, 
and his crush gets a boyfriend.  When 
will Toby’s mom come back?  Will his 
best friend’s brother be safe?  Will he get 
his true love?  And who is this Zachary 
Beaver character? 
 
 
 

 

The Last Olympian 
By Rick Riordan 
 

Critic: Professor Bookworm 
Rating: Raining Candy 
 
I review this several years 
after reading it.  This is the 
climactic conclusion to the 
Percy Jackson and the 
Olympians, and probably 
the best.  The Gods of 

Olympus are trying to stall the beast Typhon as 
it strides across the Western USA.  Meanwhile, 
Percy Jackson must come to terms with the 
prophecy, and defeat the Titan Kronos.  This 
book wraps up the second battle with the Ti-
tans.  Will Olympus and the gods be destroyed 
and Camp Half-Blood destroyed, or will the 
demigods prevail?  Read the exciting final book 
in the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series.  
Be sure to read Rick Riordan’s sequel series af-
ter this, known as The Heroes of Olympus. 

 
Teen Ink 
Lit Magazine 
 

Critic: Real Nut 
Rating: Raining Candy 
 
Teen Ink is a literary 

magazine written entirely by teenagers.  It   
contains stories, poems, essays, photography 
and art.  Reading it you will sometime wonder 
“is that really by a teenager?”  because every-
thing is really, really good.  You should try look-
ing on their website too, there’s a lot of good 
stuff on there.  If you like reading a variety of 
things, try Teen Ink!  (Also, submit if you ‘re old 
enough — 13 yrs and up can submit)  (Note by 

Amy Kaplan: this magazine is available to read at Briarcliff 
Manor Public Library) 

 

The Social Network 
Movie Rated PG-13 
 

Critic: Recnad 

Rating: Raining Candy 
 
The social network is basically 
the story of how Facebook  
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finds the truth.  He flies away with his 
best friend, an owl named Phillip.  The 
two are tracked down and Phillip dies 
while Nyrac escapes.  He stays with a 
strange owl named Mist.  He learns to 
read.  He changes his name to Coryn 
and travels to Beyond the Beyond to get 
the ember of Hoole and become King of 
the owls.  Will Nyrac do it?  Dive into a 
volcano to retrieve the ember and bring 
peace to the land?  Read the book to 
find out.  But read the books leading up 
to it in the Guardians of Ga’Hoole series 
before you read this. 
 

Les Misérables 

Movie Rated PG-13 
 

Critic: Mr. Real Fun 

Rating: Acceptable 

 
Ok, this movie was 
good.  Except for the 
inappropriate parts.  
There was a reason 
this was rated PG-13.  Also, it drags on.  
It takes him 21/2 hours to decide to 
jump off the bridge.  I mean, really?  
The singing was good, but don’t see this 
movie if don’t want to see the tattered 
corpse of a little boy, blood trickling from 
bullet holes.  Just a warning...All-in-all 
though, this is a great movie to watch if 
you aren’t too squeamish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Side of the 
Mountain 
By Jean Craighead George 
 

Critic: 36ØOLLIE 

Rating: Raining Candy 
 
An amazing read, this ef-
fort of excellence that was 
implemented into the book 
was obviously evident.  
The character became so 
skilled at survival in the wilderness as the story 
progressed and the main character got opened 
up to the world of temperate forests and its be-
havior and wildlife.  Though the one flaw I saw 
was how there wasn’t really any action at all in 
the book.  Also it was kind of like a “Survival in 
the Wilderness 101” book.  I would suggest this 
book to anyone who likes survivalist journal for-
matted novels. (4.5 out of 5 stars) 
 
 

The First Collier 
By Kathryn Lasky 
 

Critic: Darkstar 
Rating: Raining Candy 
 
Nyrac is a young chick 
born to evil owls.  His fa-
ther was supposedly killed 
by his uncle Soren.  His 
mother is cruel to other 
owls.  Growing older, he    
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YOSHI  

               Last year I was a critic, but my name   
             was Yoshi Platypepo.  The few people  
                    that did read my reviews idolized  
                   me, so I had to go into hiding  
             again to avoid my fans.  So anyways, I  
          used to work in a circus, and I’m an  
          expert chow mein maker, and hate  
scrabble.  I invented scissors (No! Leonardo Da 
Vinci did not no matter what it says on the  
internet.)  I also am BFF of Surge Ibaka and that 
yellow thing in Pokemon because they both have 
funny names. 

Official video game addict, 
loves sports, though!  XD 
(Loves swimming, football, 
basketball, soccer and biking.) 

36ØOLLIE 

The only 8th grader in Critics. 

THE 8TH GRADE CRITIC 

sdrawkcab siht daer S.P.!  
bulc scitirc ot og dna, 
ward, daer, ecnad ot ekil 
I. 

RECNAD 

Leader of ShadowClan, 
she is very quiet and 
sneaky.  Watch out, or 
you might be caught and 
traded like prey! 

DARKSTAR 

I’m not real.  I’m 
not fun.  But I am 
real fun. 

MR. REAL FUN 

PROFESSOR BOOKWORM 

                 I’m not a worm, I’m       
                 not a professor, nor  
     am I a book.  But I like books 
anyhow. 

My name is an anagram.   
Anagrams are fun.  I like 

cheese, staring at screens, 
and writing stuff.  I also like 
books.  Books are amazing.  

REALNUT 


