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Blue is for Nightmares 
By Laurie Faria-Stolarz 
 

Critic: Jenny Yang 

 
Can blue candles chase away 
nightmares?  According to  
Stacey’s grandmother they can.  
Stacey began to have night-
mares again, and unlike last time, she is  
determined to stop what happened to Mara 
from happening to her best friend.  Waking up 
each day with a soaked bed, Stacey’s life goes 
in spiral, but will her efforts prove to be worth 
it?  Will she stop the death of her best friend?  
Read, and find out! 
 

The Biggest Ever 
Book of Questions 
and Answers  
By John Fardon 
 

Critic: Biscuit 

 

Ask more than 1,000 
questions, you will get 
more than 1,000 answers.  (ex. Are Koalas 
bears? No.) 

 

Shonen Jump 
 

Critic: -L- 

Middle School Critics 

This collection of different mangas 
is something that I enjoy reading.  
It has so many different stories to 
read and so many fun games.  
You can read one of the stories, 
and just wait for each issue to 

come, and keep reading only that, or you can 
read each and every story that it comes with, 
waiting for all their sequels to come in another 
big book.  Shonen Jump comes with prizes, 
such as cards, or posters.  I give this collection 
of stories two thumbs up.                
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Framed 
By Frank Boyce Cottrell 
 
 

Critic: Kynan Welsh 
 

This book has been the recent 
discussion of the book talk.  
The setting is a small town of 
Manod, Wales.  The main char-
acter’s family has been trying 

to solve their financial troubles when a bunch of 
vans go up the abandoned quarry road.  Their 
mysterious activities there become the talk of the 
town.  I like the irony of this book.  I think it’s 
funny that the story is structured on the mix-up 
between the teenage mutant ninja turtles and fa-
mous painters.  It was an awesome book and I 
definitely recommend it. 
 
 
 

The Adventures of Uberman @ 
web.mac.com/travamiel 
 
 

Critic: Travis Okey-Dokey 
 
 

All information on the Uberman site 
and review is completely fictional and any relation 
to real live events is completely coincidental. 
 
There is a new kind of superhero.  A superhero 
with not just one but infinite superpowers.  But 
the best one is the ability to stop evil teachers.  
This website contains many stories of Uberman 
(Uber is German for “above expectations”)  and 
his fight against the evil Mr. M who chooses to  
torture Uberman in ways only he can describe.  
Some of the stories are epicly described in comic 
book form others are in normal short story form.  
All are shocking and may lead you to notice how 
evil some teachers around you are.  This website 
also won the Samm Kim seal of Uberness. 



 
A Northern Light 
By Jennifer Donnelly 
 

Critic: -L- 

               

This book for starters, lies 
to you.  The back of the 
book, the summary, ex-
plains a story that is very 
minor in the book.  In ac-
tuality, the book tells her life.  Not the story 
of a murder, just her life.  It doesn’t build up 
to be that exciting, but other than that, it is 
still a good book.  If you want something to 
read for a long period of time, pick this up at 
your local library, and learn about Mattie’s 
life.  I give this book no thumbs.  

 

 
 
The Pushcart War 
By Jean Merrill 
 

Critic: Crystal Art 

 

This book was great.  
It was a very old 
book, it was funny, 
and it was something 
a grown up I know 
might have read - 
that’s why I started.  

But it was funny and I liked it.  I suggest this 
to anyone looking for something to read and/
or likes old books.  The 
war was not a real war 
with shooting and was 
not gory.  It was really a 
fight between most push-
carts and most trucks.  
The title is deceiving and 
it is better than it lets on. 
 

Middle School Critics 

 

Series of Unfortunate Events 
By Lemony Snicket 
 
 

Critic: Danny Bripo 
 

If you like mystery, this series is 
for you.  If you like to read boring 
books, some of the books in this 
series are for you.  The Series of 
Unfortunate Events is obviously a series of unfor-
tunate events.  They are about three siblings 
named Violet (the oldest), Klaus (the middle 
child), and Sunny (the youngest child).  They lost 
their parents in a fire and throughout the series, 
they try to find a true guardian to watch over 
them.  Except there is a twist.  An evil villain 
named Count Olaf tries to steal their fortune that 
their parents left them.  So, not only do the or-
phans try to find a guardian but they also try to 
avoid a murderer/robber.  I give this series one 
thumb up. 
 

The Extraordinary Adventures of Ordinary 
Boy    By William Boniface 
 

Critic: Travis Okey-Dokey 
 

The book should be called “The 
Search for the Trading Card blah 
blah blah.”  There IS NO CLIMAX!  
The entire story is about Ordinary 
boy (who has no powers in a town 
where everyone has powers) and 
his search for a trading card.  Yes, 
the story is about a search for a 

trading card.  The climax lasts a paragraph.  DO 
NOT READ THIS BOOK. 
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thank Uncle John for that fascinating fact.  If 
you want to learn unnecessary stuff then buy 
an Uncle John book today! 
 
 

Heavy Metal and You 
By Christopher 
Krovatin 
 

Critic: Jenny Yang 
 

Sam is a metal head.   
He lives metal, breathes 
metal, and love metal.  
He can recite complete 
Slayer biographies and is your walking Roll-
ing Stones magazine.  He knows music when 
he hears it and has gone to more than 
enough concerts.  When Sam meets Melissa, 
he falls dippity dip, head over heels in love 
with her.  But does Melissa love him, or does 
she love the fact that he’s different from any 
other boy that she has ever hung out with, 
or does she love the fact that she wants to 
change him?  In Heavy Metal and You, you 
will go through a roller coaster of emotions, 
love, no love, hate, pangs, hurt and anger.  
Will Sam conform for Melissa?  Or will he live 
to be what he always has been?  Sam’s tell-
ing his story.  This is a die hard, metal love 
book that should be read by all. 
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A Mango-Shaped Space 
By Wendy Mass 
 

Critic: Biscuit 
 

Mia has always wished she were 
normal.  She knows she should 
be the most normal girl in her 
family, what with her brother 
keeping a chart of every ham-

burger he’s ever eaten since he was born and her 
sister changing her hair color every week, she 
should be pretty ordinary.  But she’s not.  Every 
word or number she sees, every sound she hears, 
has its own specific color.  Wonder what color 
your name is?  Go ask her and you’ll most likely 
get a perfect answer… 
 

Like I said, for so long she’s wanted to be normal.  
Well, she did think she was one hundred percent 
normal until third grade, when she let her secret 
slip.  Now it’s her seventh grade year and she’s 
finally decided there’s nothing she can do to 
change what she has.  This sets her off on a 
pretty cool adventure of finding herself, learning 
about herself and enjoying almost every minute of 
it.  In this book, you’ll find Jerry the neurologist 
(he looks a little like Paul Newman), her family 
doctor (he never remembers her name) her BFF 
Jenna (whose mom sadly died) and many other 
people who’d you definitely love to meet!  And  
remember: “She has a gift, not a disease,”  Zack. 

 

Uncle John’s Bathroom 
Reader by the Bathroom 
Readers’ Insititute 
 

Critic: Travis Okey-Dokey 
 

When you go to the bathroom 
there is a few minute period with 
nothing to do!  That’s where 
Uncle John comes in.  With his 
gazillion books, now that terrible 

toilet time becomes fascinating reading—like did 
you know that “you tire your voice quicker whis-
pering than talking in a normal tone” yep you can  
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Gelatinous Cube 
Indie Rock Group 
 

Critic: Jenny Yang 
 

I actually met this local group, Gelatinous 
Cube, last year during the talent show in 
Croton Harmon High school.  The lead singer 
and guitarist, Benjamin Borsberger, is actu-
ally my friend Jessie’s older brother, and 
though much of the group is now in college, 
they still get together and make music.  It is 
actually one of the best local groups that I 
have seen around.  They are AMAZING live, 
and whenever you hear them, you can hear 
their emotions and see their passion.  They 
know what they are doing and you can defi-
nitely tell that they love what they do.  Ben’s 
voice can soar above and beyond (I actually 
get a little freaked out because I think he 
can reach notes that I can’t and he is a GUY 
*ah*), Nick will definitely kill you if you go 
ten inches near his bass, and the others are 
more than amazing.  I swear, if you listen to 
them you will like them!  Benjamin Morsber-
ger is actually coming out with is new album 
too.  You can reach Gelatinous Cube at 
www.myspace.com/gcube or 
www.myspace.com/doublenegativerecords 
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The Step Right Ups 
Rock/Indie Band 
 

Critic: Jenny Yang 
 

I saw this band perform 
at my friend Michelle’s 
Fourth of July party, be-
for Mountain played.  And 
really, they are supa 
good!  Their sound is dif-

ferent from most modern rock/indie groups.  They 
mix trumpets and saxes with guitars and all of 
their songs just make you want to dance!  Wyatt 
has this amazing talent of knowing where you 
want to hear him drum that drum, and J Chick’s 
voice has got to be better than some bands that 
are known nationwide and he plays his sax when 
he isn’t singing.  Doug is THE best trumpeter I 
have heard and Greg just makes great music 
through his guitar.  I got a copy of their demo last 
summer and I never get tired of listening to it, 
and I am sure you won’t either! 
 
 

Guild Wars 
PC game 
 
Critic: -L- 

 

Ever want to play an online 
game, but hate paying those 
pesky fees for the internet?  
Well then here is a game for 
you!  You play as a hero in the story of Ascalon.  
You can save the land from the evil of the Charrs, 
or do whatever pleases you.  Grab some friends 
and do a quest together, it’s fine.  This game 
waits for you.  If you don’t have friends who play 
the game, you can always grab an npc party to 
help you out.  Anyways, I give this game 1 thumb 
up.  I think it’s great, and if you get the time to 
play it, I recommend doing so. 
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The Warrior Heir 
Cindy Williams Chima 
 
Critic: Charm 

 

The book starts when 
Jack forgets to take his 
heart medicine, but by 
afternoon he is filled with 
such strength that during 
soccer tryouts he sends 
another kid into the net without even touch-
ing him.  Jack soon discovers he is no  
ordinary teenager and his medicine is not 
what he thought it was.  Jack has been 
dosed with a weirs bane, a suppressant  
designed to hold his powers as Warrior in 
check.  Jack is one of the few warriors left 
just when both houses are searching for a 
warrior to fight to the death for them.  With 
the aid of an aunt, old and new friends, and 
a magical sword, Jack fights to retain his 
identity and choose his own path. 

 

 
Royally Jacked 
Niki Bunham 
 

Critic: Charm 
 

When Valerie’s mom drops the 
bomb that she’s moving into 
her girlfriend’s apartment, yes I 
did say girl-friend, Valerie is 
devastated.  She worried about 
losing her perfect friends, good 
grades, and even a potential 

boyfriend if she tells people this.  But when her 
dad drops an even bigger bomb shell Valerie has 
no idea what to do.  Should she stay with her 
mom and her girlfriend in the town next to hers or 
move with her dad who is going to become an ad-
visor to the King of some unknown European 
country?  After quick thought, she decides to go 
with her dad, but when Valerie meets the prince 
she doesn’t know what to do. 
 
 

Yummy Potatoes: 65 Downright Delicious 
Recipes 
Marlena Spieler 
 

Critic: Mr. Potato Head 

 

I do not at all  
recommend this book.  
I mean who would want 
to read a book about 
how to kill/cook your-
self?  Despite its 3 1/2 
rating on Amazon, I 
think that this book 
STINKS.  All the food 

tastes like blood.  NOBODY LIKES TO EAT BLOOD.  
I spent hours around town looking for a “sweet 
potato.”  All the sweet potatoes around town are 
already married and have seeds.  And to find a 
pot big enough to cook AN ENTIRE VEGETABLE, 
forget about it.  I just can’t see why anyone would 
want to cook a nice person like me in the first 
place.   
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too much.  It’s very depressing and ex-
tremely boring because it is impossible to fol-
low.  I give it one and a half thumbs. 

 
 
Made of Honor 
Rated PG-13 
 

Critic: Biscuit 
 

You know how men aren’t 
supposed to wear dresses?  
Well maybe this movie can 
give a reasonable argument!  Starring Patrick 
Dempsey and Michelle Monaghan among 
many others, this movie is just really funny.  
It’s all about a man named Tom who has a 
BFF named Hannah and they go to school in 
NYC.  When Hannah has to go to Scotland 
because of an art-related thing, Tom realizes 
that he misses her and he also really (really!) 
likes her more than a friend.  But when she 
finally comes home to the US she brings 
along—her fiancé.  And what’ more  
embarrassing she expects Tom to be the 
maid of honor! 
 

The feud between Tom and one of the 
bridesmaids only makes the whole thing 
worse and when the time has come, he 
doesn’t feel as if this is going to work out.  
This is a movie that you should see if you like 
Patrick Dempsey and Michelle Monaghan and 
if you like comedies.  I really like this movie 
for those reasons and also because I think 
that the shots of Scotland in the movie are 
really beautiful.  This movie is still in theatres 
but even at home it’s going to be great! 

 
 
notdoppler.com 
 

Critic: Chipunk 
 

Fun, game website, updated 
every Thursday. Visit. 
 

 
 

 

 

The Wizard Heir 
Sequel to Warriors Heir 

Cindy Williams Chima 
 

Critic: Charm 
 

Seph has had trouble follow him  
everywhere.  He knows he is a  
wizard but doesn’t know how to  

control his powers.  After a terrible accident, his 
guardians put him in private school in Maine.  At 
first it’s the answer to his prayers — the head-
master promises to train him in wizardry and he is 
happy.  But during his “initiation” Seph thinks 
there is more to this training than meets the eye.  
Turning down the offer was the worst thing he 
could have done because now he thinks he’s  
going crazy and he can’t contact his guardians  
because he is being watched. Seph wonders if he 
can withstand the torture long enough or will the 
headmaster accidentally kill him? 
 
 

Vampire Kisses: Blood Relatives 
Ellen Schriber,  
Art by REM (Priscilla Harriby) 
(review based on manga version of book) 
 

Critic: Chipunk 
 

Raven is the goth girl outcast of corny Dullsville 
and she finally has the love life she’s always 
dreamed of.  Nothing could go wrong - her boy-
friend is the gorgeous and mysterious Alexander 
Sterling.  But when she finds the empty coffins 
one romantic night, the trouble 
starts… 
 

Secret Life of Bees 
Sue Monk Kidd 
 

Critic: GhostStory 101 
 

The Secret Life of Bees is a novel by 
Sue Monk Kidd.  I might have  
enjoyed it if I wasn’t forced to read it in school.  
At least, that’s what I thought until I hit the fourth 
chapter.  It’s too slow and the plot is terrible.  
There is simply too much going on.  It curses a 
lot, which isn’t so bad, but the “n” word is used  
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 -L- 
Mysterious detective able to solve 
the case.  His true identity is un-
known, but he goes under the name 
of Hideki Ryuga at TO-HO University.   
Currently working on the Kira case, 
he has two other identities.  Penevue 

and Eraide Coil.  At age 19, -L– is a genius, and 
the only person able to contact him is another mys-
terious man named Watari.  Hopefully –L– will stop 
Kira soon so he can do more reviews. 
 
 

Kynan Welsh 
Age: 14, 8th grader 
Favorite Genres: Adventure,  
Realistic Fiction, and Fantasy 
Disliked Genres: Mystery and Nonfiction 
Favorite Book Topics: Animals and Fictional 
creatures  Disliked Book Topics: Sports 
Some Favorite Books: Artemis Fowl series, 
Chicken Boy, Kite Fighters, The Big Wander 
 

Biscuit 
She lives in Briarcliff Manor, NY 
in the middle of America.  She 
was born at 8:30 pm in Vermont 
in Brattleboro Memorial Hospital.  
When she was 8 years old, she 
moved to NY with her mom, dad, 
and younger adopted sister, Grace.  She is now 13 
years old, and goes to Briarcliff Manor MS and is in 
the 7th grade.  Her sister scares her sometimes. 

 

Travis Okey-Dokey 
Age: 12, 6th grader 
Favorite Genres:Fantasy, Adventure 
Disliked Genres:Girly Books, Sporty 
Books Hobbies: Computer stuff, read-
ing, playing video games 
 
 

     
 

             Chipunk 
     
 

 

 Danny Bripo 
Hi.  My name is Danny Bripo.  
I am part m&m and part  
awesome.  You’re probably 
wondering why I’m in critics.  
It’s because I do not want to 
be eaten by some very hungry 

overweight kids.  I cannot finish this because there 
is a very hungry boy sitting beside me - 

 

GhostStory 101 
GhostStory 101 loves telling ghost  
stories, listening to music and hanging 
out with friends.  She goes to school in 
Chicago and mails stuff here.  This is all 

you’re getting because the rest was lost in  
translation. 

 

Jenny Yang 
Jenny Yang is an 8th grader who lives 
in Briarcliff Manor.  She enjoys metal/
rock/alternative/punk and many other 
kinds of music.  In short she is a music 
freak.  She also likes reading, writing, 

field hockey, drawing and hanging out with her 
crazy, insane, hamster/chipmunk/chicken-like 
friends. 

 
Charm 
A black cat. 

 
 
 

 

Crystal Art 
She likes adventure books, and fantasy 
and realistic fiction.  She loves books 
and she hates homework; and she likes 
movies and comic books. 
 
 

 
Guest Reviewer:                 
Mr. Potato Head 
Born: 1952 
Likes: Mrs. Potato Head 
Dislikes: Idaho, imaginative 3 yr olds who like potatoes 
with noses for eyes 
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